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For millennia, coral reefs have flourished as one of the planet's most magnificent natural
wonders. As Earth's most biodiverse ecosystem-surpassing even the rainforests-they are home
to a cooperative network ranging from immense fish to sunlight-capturing algae to invisible
microbes. Just how critical the microbes in particular are for coral reef health is finally
understood thanks to recent discoveries. Coral Reefs in the Microbial Seas is the first book to
unveil the complete story of how these relationships uphold coral reef health and what impact
human activity has on this delicate balance.

This book brilliantly captures the lives of both coral reefs and the scientists that study them. It is
a 21st century version of the Log from the Sea of Cortez--full of wisdom and humor. --Nancy
Knowlton, Staff Scientist Emeritus of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute and holder of
the Sant Chair in Marine Science at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History.The
demise of many coral communities in the oceans and the threat to the rest are among the most
stirring concerns regarding the state of our planet. But precisely because we respond to these
grim facts with distress we should become educated in the issues involved. The book by Rohwer
and Youle provides the chance for such an education, and does so in a manner that is
accessible to all. Written in a reader-friendly style that belies the authority of the authors, this
book introduces the biological, physical, and anthropogenic issues related to corals and their
tribulations. Perhaps not surprising are accounts of the relationship of people and bacteria to the
health of corals. Not only do the authors accomplish a difficult task--to enlighten readers of a
varied background of these issues--but they engage us personally with stories about the people
who conduct this research. We are taken on board ship to witness the problems, big and small,
that face expeditions to the coral reefs. This book is a standout in the genre of current science
writing. --Moselio Schaechter, Distinguished Professor, emeritus, Tufts University, and author of
Microbe and In the Company of Mushrooms.This book brilliantly captures the lives of both coral
reefs and the scientists that study them. It is a 21st century version of the Log from the Sea of
Cortez--full of wisdom and humor. --Nancy Knowlton, Staff Scientist Emeritus of the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute and holder of the Sant Chair in Marine Science at the Smithsonian's
National Museum of Natural HistoryA blessedly clear and concise book that beguiles you with
love for sea and science, even as it delivers critical details, tiny and large, of what is happening
in our world's waters. --Alan Weisman, author of The World Without UsReading this book was an
engaging, entertaining, educational experience. --Stanley Maloy, Dean, College of Sciences,
SDSUThe writing style is excellent, so much so that an intelligent reader with no previous
knowledge of coral biology or microbiology can appreciate the beauty, importance and
complexity of the coral holobiont (the coral host plus its associated microorganisms) and coral



reefs. --Eugene Rosenberg, Professor, Department of Molecular Microbiology and
Biotechnology, Tel Aviv UniversityThe demise of many coral communities in the oceans and the
threat to the rest are among the most stirring concerns regarding the state of our planet. But
precisely because we respond to these grim facts with distress we should become educated in
the issues involved. The book by Rohwer and Youle provides the chance for such an education,
and does so in a manner that is accessible to all. Written in a reader-friendly style that belies the
authority of the authors, this book introduces the biological, physical, and anthropogenic issues
related to corals and their tribulations. Perhaps not surprising are accounts of the relationship of
people and bacteria to the health of corals. Not only do the authors accomplish a difficult task--to
enlighten readers of a varied background of these issues--but they engage us personally with
stories about the people who conduct this research. We are taken on board ship to witness the
problems, big and small, that face expeditions to the coral reefs. This book is a standout in the
genre of current science writing. --Moselio Schaechter, Distinguished Professor, emeritus, Tufts
University, and author of Microbe and In the Company of MushroomsAbout the AuthorForest
Rohwer, Ph.D., is a world-renowned marine microbial ecologist. For over 20 years, he has been
diving and researching on coral reefs, unraveling the mystery of their recent decline. He has
received numerous awards for his scientific contributions, including the prestigious Young
Investigators Award of the International Society of Microbial Ecology.Forest Rohwer, Ph.D., is a
world-renowned marine microbial ecologist. For over 20 years, he has been diving and
researching on coral reefs, unraveling the mystery of their recent decline. He has received
numerous awards for his scientific contributions, including the prestigious Young Investigators
Award of the International Society of Microbial Ecology.
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Dave D, “Great but flawed.. This book is informative and engaging-- congratulations to the
authors! The illustrations are terrific too.I'm giving this book five stars even though I disagree with
the parts on global warming. No doubt the authors are repeating the supposed consensus but
this consensus view originates from a relatively small group of scientists who have an uncanny
knack for losing data, hiding data, and altering data. Look up the document, "What is the Hockey
Stick Debate About?" by Ross McKitrick for an example of the type of science this group does.
This group is followed uncritically by a larger body of scientists. But look at the other side, for
example in this open letter to members of the US House of Representatives and US Senate,
signed by 36 scientists, and countering alarmist claims raised by 18 scientists: look up "Rebuttal
to the Climate Rapid Response Team" on the website WUWT (sorry, links aren't allowed in
reviews.) Or look at this letter that supplies evidence that polar warming is nothing new, despite
hyped-up claims to the contrary: look up "open-letter-to-senator-mccain" on the website World
Climate Report. Here's what the evidence says: arctic warming has happened in the past and
will happen again, and it has nothing to do with CO2.The authors, by attributing current and
future coral stress to climate change, are actually hurting the cause. I've spoken to several
people who say that coral loss is due to global warming and in their minds that's the end of the
story: warming is bad and is killing corals and we've got to stop warming. The real story is this:
stop overfishing and pollution of waters and you'll "save the corals," period.It's time to kill this
misguided and unscientific theory of catastrophic warming once and for all, so that we can get
on with the real business of saving what we can.”

Melanie D. Typaldos, “To know them is to love them. This is an engaging look at life as a marine
biologist studying coral reefs while at the same time presenting the stresses facing these
amazing ecosystems. There's a lot of interesting science here and a lot to think about. There's a
lot more to a coral reef than what you see and sometimes it is what you don't see that really
matters.”

Ray, “Guidance for our survival, as well as for our reefs. Coral Reefs in the Microbial Seas is a
fabulous book. It is not only very informative [I see it as providing guidance to Humankind that
goes far beyond the health of reefs to the health of our species], but also makes for amusing and
easy reading. Anyone who has participated in "Field Trials" can identify with what it is like to
collect data, away from our home laboratory, and the descriptions of the scientists and their
episodes have a genuineness that I appreciate [although the depth of sympathy for any
hardships they encountered while SCUBA diving in spectacular waters may be a bit limited . . .].I
liked reading each of the chapters, and the logical progression of chapters that leads to the
DDAM model is totally convincing. Very well done.I, like other reviewers, am pleased that Prof.
Rohwer and Merry Youle have presented an Action Plan that can, possibly, reverse the



devastating destruction of such an important part of our Ecosystem, but I generalize their
guidance to be towards Sustainable Agriculture, both on our Lands and in our Seas.The Global
Community, indeed!”

Åke Hagström, “A book about fish in the sea. No sharks no coral reefs! This is a one-liner that
will live for a long time. The arguments presented in this book allow you to see the big picture.
Based on solid biology, that is, including both microbes and larger animals and plants, you are
presented with a well documented and logical chain of mechanisms explaining the deteriorating
conditions for coral reefs. In addition you are presented with a vivid account of science in real
life. This is good fun and serves to build trust vis-à-vis the authors genuine experience. A strong
sense of responsibility towards our common ocean and its future shines through the
presentation, yet scientific reasoning is the sole guiding principle for the arguments. In view of
the global destruction of the fish community it could, for example, be tempting make a
comparison between coral reefs and the destruction of the rainforest. Forest Rower and Merry
Youle however manage to capture the larger context and importance of the ecosystem structure
by being able to make connections through the entire food-web of the coral reef and not by
inference to a different system.”

Peter J. Turnbaugh, “A fascinating view of corals with a strong call to action. Forest Rohwer and
Merry Youle have written a spectacular and accessible account of coral reefs and the impact
that overfishing, climate change, and human waste are having on them. Each chapter begins
with an often hilarious anecdote from Forest's recent expedition to the Northern Line Islands - I
especially enjoyed the story of the 'Goddess' and the 'Microbe'. These stories emphasize the
personal nature of these studies which also shines through in the writing throughout each
chapter, even as the story becomes progressively more complicated, as we begin to appreciate
the coral reef ecosystem at multiple levels, from sharks to grazers to the vast diversity of
microbial life.I'd recommend this book for anyone interested in microbiology or just science in
general. Later on in the book, we become more aware of the impact humans are having on the
reefs, often with tragic results. These sections have some similarities to "An Inconvenient Truth",
"Fast Food Nation", and "An Omnivore's Dilemma", in that the authors clearly describe a global
problem and present some easy solutions that allow each reader to personally make a
difference.”

Ms A Al-Rubaie, “Brilliant book and defintaley recommend it. Excellent service and it arrived so
quickly.Very happy with my purchase and a verya accesible read. I would recommend it to
anyone, even those that are not interested in marine ecosystems and it is very easy to read and
enjoyable.Thank you”

SUSAN TYLEY, “Bought as a study aid for my daughter, she's .... Bought as a study aid for my



daughter, she's finding it very helpful.Book arrived within the delivery time stated.”

Gessmann, “Gutes Buch. interessanter veranschaulichter Inhalt, spannend
niedergeschrieben.Aber ein Englisches Wörterbuch sollte unbedingt mit dabei genutzt werden,
Einige Fachausdrücke weiß man halt nicht.”

Cliente Ebook Library, “Muy bueno. Es una mezcla de literatura y teoría.Cuenta una historia
mezclando lecciones de biología del funcionamiento de un coral reef y sus interacciones.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Explains concepts in a simple manner.. Quite an interesting read,
particularly if you are into marine or coastal environmental protection.”

The book by Forest Rohwer has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 58 people have provided feedback.
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